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JAMAICA THOUGHTS 


In the last issue there was an edit 
thought about “taking the wings of 
morning” and settling down “in the 
termost part of the sea,” a poetic ex 
sion attempting to describe how one 
when leaving the greatest city in 
world in mid-morning and landing ot 
Island of Jamaica six hours later to b 
a vacation and missionary experienc 
two weeks. 


It is only poetically that one can s 
of Jamaica as being in the uttermost 
of the sea. Places as nearby as this 
foreign missionary field are remote 
as they lie outside one’s regular « 
rience. More and more of our people 
found that it is not at all impossibl 
enlarge their circle of experience t 
clude the people and places of this t 
ing island which is in many respect: 
greatest in the chain of islands in 
budding new nation (Federation) of 
West Indies. 


Speaking of distances in relation t 
United States, we are reminded that 
the recent addition of two new stat 
the Union our borders have been exte 
so far that Jamaica would be well w 
the circumference of a circle drawn - 
the center of continental U.S.A. anc 
cluding those states. This island wher 
have nearly a thousand Seventh Day 
tists and one third as many churche 
in the United States is much easier to 
than our newest states. 


What does one find upon arriv 
Kingston and as he visits church gt 
throughout the island? First of al 
finds a heartfelt and well-spoken wel 
wherever he goes. This was the ed 
second plane trip from the cold nort 
the sunny Caribbean island discovere 
Columbus. We knew something of — 
to expect in the way of pleasant tem 
tures and cordiality. Throughout the f 
we had wonderful views of clouds thé 
creased in density and depth as we n¢ 
our destination. A brightening sun 1 
the billowing clouds far below 1 
glorious as a transfiguration, if su 
figure of speech can be used where 
physical presence of Jesus is lacking. 
when we crossed the island at a lower 
there were times when we almost felt 
we, like the disciples, had come 


leaked our windows with teardrops 
ced into hair-line rivulets that vanished 
ing 0} quickly as the sorrow of parents after 
ter to healing miracle by the Lord in the valley. 


» change from smooth airflow under 
wings and body as folded wheels 
erged from their hiding places. They 
-p into place, and catch the air stream. 
the wheels strain to touch the fast-ap- 
_paching runway dead ahead we, too, 
: ch down in anticipation of the wel- 
Jne and the experiences which God has 
“Wstore for us. 

We are ahead of schedule. Will there 
la welcome, ot will we have to wait for 
atrival of the missionaries who had 


7 HA we rejoice to see our busy friends 
‘Witing at the gate. They are not too busy 
drop their school and missionary work 
transport us to the city. Our welcome 
rins. 

Ht is a strange and pleasant feeling, 
d@er our circumstances, to remove in a 
® hours from a metropolitan area where 
ry nation under heaven is tolerated and 
orbed into a white population — to 
nge to an island and a city where white 
ple are seldom seen. We are foreigners 
another race, a tiny minority except in 
Mort areas. What seems strange is our 
N acceptance of the situation and the 
fost immediate identification with the 
ple among whom we live. 


We wonder why there is racial tension 
@certain areas of the United States when 
ost mone appears in Jamaica. It is 
‘ainly something to think about. Per- 
is if the present rise in the rate of 
Grism increases we will carry our self- 
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made problems as well as our money to 
Jamaica. Missionaries and native Chris- 
tians have a tremendous struggle to lift 
these people out of poverty, out of low 
moral standards and into the joys of en- 
lightened Christian living without falling 
into the snares that we have laid for our- 
selves in our favorite land by our all-too- 
apparent divided loyalty — divided be- 
tween dollars and deity. 


There will be more thoughts on Jamaica 
as we learn more of the problems which 
our churches are resolutely trying to face 
and as we spend a week with those leaders 
among the young people who find it pos- 
sible to attend the first camp ever attempt- 
ed by our people on the island. Will there 
be a bright new day for Seventh Day Bap- 
tist youth in this field “white unto har- 
vest’’? 


EDITORIAL NOTES 
Thought Provoking 


The circulation manager of America’s 
oldest Protestant magazine warns at the 
end of a subscription appeal, “If you insist 
on reading only the things with which you 
agree, then... is not for you. We do have 
opinions and beliefs and are not afraid to 
put them in print... .” He quotes the 
words of a pastor who had sometimes been 
“fighting mad” at what he had read, “So, 
while I can’t always agree with you I can’t 
afford to be without the mental stimulation 
that each copy . . . brings to me.” 


Words like this ought to apply to any 
self-respecting Christian periodical, and we 
believe they do apply to the Sabbath Re- 
corder to considerable degree. It is always 
the hope of the editor that his own editor- 
ial comments will stimulate thought and 
will, upon careful consideration, be found 
to be in harmony with a fair interpretation 
and application of the Scriptures and will 
show a love for the truths represented by 
the denomination this periodical is de- 
signed to serve. It is also hoped that con- 
tributed articles, though representing the 
viewpoints of differing writers, will con- 
tribute to the same end, stimulating further 
study, promoting practical godliness, and 
encouraging local support of a program of 
evangelization — including the Sabbath. 
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Prescdent's Message 


Too Much Grandma 


I had a student who seemed totally in- 
capable of hurrying. He came out for 
wrestling, but never made the team. His 
marks were poor, but this did not appear 
to worry him. He worked for a fine farmer 
who had had a wide range of experiences 
with boys. One day I asked this farmer how 
he explained this boy’s indifference. He 
said, “Too much Grandma!” His parents 
apparently took little interest in him; so 
his grandmother took him during the 
formative years of his life. She made a 
full-time job of waiting on him. What 
Sonny wanted Sonny got. Why did she do 
this? I think she wanted him to love her. 
We do know that students who can escape 
from any unpleasant consequences at home 
by running to grandmother's house are 
the ones who run out of school whenever 
things do not go well with them. These 
same people attempt to escape the realities 
of life later with alcohol and other easy 
choices. 

In connection with father-son farm part- 
nerships, Professor Stanley Warren used 
to say that the dwellings for the two fami- 
lies should be far enough apart so the 
grandmothers could not hear their daugh- 
ters-in-law spank the children. Many of us 
owe a great deal to the influences of our 
grandparents on our lives. The opportunity 
of my own children to work, play, and 
worship with their grandparents has cer- 
tainly been of great value to them. The-un- 
fortunate thing is that you do not have to 
be a grandmother to spoil a child. Many 
parents do so. I fear many teachers do the 
same. 


I saw parents attempt to give a child 
some medicine. They were jealous of the 
love of their daughter. The mother led off 
the action by very sweetly offering the 
medicine to the child. The attempt was not 
a complete success, to say the least. The 
father then said, ‘“You don’t go at it right. 
Let me do it.” This new attempt was more 
violently repulsed than the first. The 
mother then said, “I thought you knew 
how to do it!” At this remark the parents 
squared off with some appropriate state- 
ments about each other, to the great amuse- 
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3 DEE TITTLE 
MEMORY TEXT 


Then they that gladly received his wi 
were baptized: and the same day there w 
added unto them about three — 
souls. Acts 2: 41. 
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ment of the child. To the best of my kno 
edge the daughter never took that dose 
medicine! 

In the January 12, 1959, Teachet’s I 
ter, there was a list entitled “1959 Pos 
lates for Teachers to Live and Work b 
The first one impressed me: “I will try 
free myself from any driving need to 
liked by all pupils. It is enough to be li 
by some, accepted by others, respected 
all. After all, teaching isn’t a popul 
contest. And it is better that I develop 
power to like all children than to 
my energies worrying which child 
me and which child doesn’t.” 

When parents, grandparents, sche 
teachers, and Sabbath School teach 
begin to place their emphasis on the | 
of children, then the needs of the c 
will be met and there will be fewer dis 
pointments later in life. Recently we ha 
most promising girl come to teach in | 
school. She seemed to enjoy the work 
the children enjoyed her; but she was 
unsure of herself she broke under 
strain. Her father’s comment was, “ 
may have over-protected her.” When 
tle Junior comes running to you wit 
bloody nose and plenty of tears, as 
result of a ‘‘fisting’’ from a much big 
boy, the easy way is to dry his tears and 
it so he does not play with that boy ag 
Is this the right thing to do? 


In Christ’s contacts with others, 
seemed much less concerned with hav 
them like Him than He did in challeng 
them to live at their best. “If any man - 
come after me, let him deny himself, 
take up his cross daily, and follow f 
He challenged. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSON — 
for April 18, 1959 
The Tragedy of Disobedience 


Lesson Scripture: 1 Samuel 15: 17 
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SIONS — Sec. Everett T. Harris 


afety of Nyasaland Missionaries 


in reply to a request to the Protection 
Representation Division of the State 
partment expressing our concern for the 
ety of our Nyasaland missionaries, the 
partment chief has written: 

‘The American Consulate General at 
isbury has notified all known United 
tes citizens in Nyasaland that the Con- 
ate General is in close touch with the 
lation (of political unrest in Nyasaland) 
| has asked to be kept fully informed of 
it movements. The responsibilities of 
government of Nyasaland were ex- 
ined to all the addressees and they were 
ied to maintain contact with the local 
trict Commissioners. As long as your 
Iple have made their presence known 
the Consulate General, I can see no 
ther action that is necessary at this time.” 
\ letter from the Missionary Society sec- 
iry to the African Committee of the 
‘sion of Foreign Missions also received 
xrompt answer. Dr. Theodore Tucker 
ised that we assure our missionaries 
our prayerful support in whatever de- 


on they felt called upon to make. He 


mte, “I think your missionaries will be 
p to make their own decisions and their 
| may not be affected.” 

f is possible that Dr. Tucker may be 
to visit our mission station at Makap- 
|mext fall as he makes an extended 
f of mission stations throughout Afri- 
An invitation has been extended for 
to do so if it can be arranged within 
schedule of visits. 


| A Prayer for Guidance 

\In Keeping a Healthy Mind 
\(As taken from “A Diary of Private 
Prayer’ by Dr. John Baille) 
Be with me, O Holy Spirit of God, 
juch hours as may be devoted this day 
jeading of books, newspapers, or mag- 
jes. Guide my mind to choose the right 
jing material and having chosen, to 


a vit in the right way. When I read for 
Wit, grant that all I read may lead me 
Yer to Thyself. When I read for recrea- 
}, grant that what I read may not lead 
away from Thee. Let all my reading 


efresh my mind that I may the more 
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eagerly seek after whatsoever things are 
pure and fair and true. This I ask for 
Jesus’ sake. Amen.” 

The above prayer may well be offered 
also as it relates to radio and television 
programs which we may choose. 


British Guiana Pastors Write 


The Rev. Alexander B. Trotman and the 
Rev. Joseph Tyrrell have made regular 
quarterly reports of their services, continu- 
ing to provide spiritual leadership for our 
Seventh Day Baptist brethren in British 
Guiana. When asked to report on any 
special needs of the field both have men- 
tioned the increased cost of living. Both 
requested tracts which would expose the 
fallacies of Jehovah’s Witnesses. These 
were sent. Both mentioned the use that 
could be made of good used clothing for 
distribution among the needy brethren. 
Both are looking forward eagerly to the 
coming of Missionary-elect Rene Mauch 
and his wife and daughter as planned for 
this fall. 

Pastor Tyrrell writes, ‘I beg to state that 
the Aurora field is not looking quite 
healthy as two of its members have left the 
company and no new members have come 
in. Nevertheless, I am determined by the 
help of our heavenly Father, to see what 
He will do for us in the future, as I do 
know that Paul will plant, Apollos will 
water, but the increase is from God.” 

Pastor Trotman has written, “We must 
thank you for giving consideration to the 
matter of used clothing. This matter is 
certainly going to mean a great help, if it 
proves successful. 

“We are glad to learn that Pastor Mauch 
is making progress with his boat and in 
his personal affairs. God help and bless 
him with deep insight of truth and a whole 
heart of love. We remember him in our 
prayers. 

“Mrs. Trotman and I await with deep 
interest the decision of the board with 
respect to the financial need expressed. It 
is alarming how that with the government 
taxing certain commodities without re- 
stricting a rise on others, the merchants 
have risen on the prices of almost every- 
thing in the colony. The cost of living is 
since considerably inflated and it is obvious 
that something should have to be done.” 


The Lay Development Program 

At the last General Conference held at 
Covina, California, it was decided to urge 
Seventh Day Baptist Churches to cooperate 
in the Baptist Jubilee Advance. One phase 
of that Advance has been designated the 
“Lay Development Program.” 

Why such a program? 

“Because, historically, Baptists emerged 
essentially as a lay movement. Believing 
in the priesthood of believers, Baptists 
placed Christian responsibilities equally 
upon every member of every church.” 

What is the purpose of the program? 

“To assist the churches in training men, 
women, and youth for effective Christian 
service.” 

What prompted the present emphasis 
on lay development? 

“An awakening to the need for a more 
concentrated training program for the 
laity.” 

What organizational set-up is required? 

“In the local church it begins when the 
church officially votes to take part in the 
program. Then it may begin with a church- 
planning conference. . . . “An annual re- 
treat and a series of workshops on regular 
church meeting nights is the machinery 
for a successful program.” 

To what areas of study are the work- 
shops geared? 

The following areas are suggested: 
“commitment to personal (spiritual) 
growth; people and pastor relationship; 
a pattern (of growth) for the church; the 
music program; the community witness; 
the responsibilities of: deacons, trustees, 
boards of Christian Education and mission- 
ary promotion, youth work, men and 
women’s work.” 

To achieve an ongoing total church 
program, with every member participating 
in worship and service, will require prayer- 
ful consideration and wholehearted sup- 
port. This lay development program will 
never “get off the ground” by a half- 
hearted, indifferent approach to it. God 


help us to wake up and really work at it. 


MINISTERS CONFERENCE 
Alfred, New York 
April 13-18 


Story of a New Member | 
(Gathered from a pastor’s letter) 


Flanagan is not a common name in Pi 
estant circles or in Seventh Day Bap’ 
churches, but the day is fading — 4 
should fade — when there are no ot 
names in the other church than those) 
charter members a century or two ago. I; 
ian, Spanish, French, Irish, and ot} 
nationality names which indicate conv 
sion from Roman Catholicism should 
do grace the rolls of many of our churcll 

William Flanagan, a resident of Pou; 
keepsie, N. Y., now holds membership 
a church many ‘miles to the north. It is” 
nearest Seventh Day Baptist church ane 
was there on occasional visits that he I 
long studies with the pastor, the Rev. P 
Maxson, for a period of six or ef 
months, before being baptized and joini 
the church last fall. 

A young man, with children 8 ant 
years of age and a wife who still oppo 
the new religion, he had always been 
Roman Catholic. He served in the Far E 
during World War II. Toward the end! 
the war he began to study the Scrip 
with the result that he began to quest 
some of the things he had been taught. 
his church. Among the things he found 
the Bible was the seventh-day Sabbath. 
was new truth to him. He tried to put 
aside but could not. He continued to stu 
and eventually began to search for a chut 
that adhered to truths he had discover 
After investigating one denominati 
and being dissatisfied, he was finally te 
that there was a group of Sabbathkeept 
at Alfred. He wrote to the Alfred past 
who communicated with the pastor at E 
lin. With his address contact was mat 

Thus a man named Flanagan eventua 
found his way into a Seventh Day Bapt 
church. He continues to study in ordet 
get the teaching of the Bible clearly 
mind so that he can help others. His p 
experience makes the subject of faith 
works very meaningful to him. The | 
bath Recorder is glad to publish some 
his thinking along that line. See his art 
on page eleven. 


personal; the fruits are shared.” — 
— Select 
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HIGH SCHOOL AT KINGSTON, JAMAICA 
The Editor’s Camera Snaps Crandall High 


Student enrollment at the Seventh Day Baptist high school was at an all-time 


ak during the term that ended with the spring holiday. 


When classes resume 


> headmaster, Grover Brissey, expects a further 15 per cent increase. 


ce ? 


Improvements Noted 


Binder the administration of the hard- 
tking Brisseys many physical improve- 
Wnts have been made. Benches in bad 
yair are now replaced, tile floor laid 
rr the dusty concrete of a new class- 
bm, library shelves built for a growing 


‘bv. Grover S, Brissey, headmaster-principal 
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Pictured above is the student body and faculty in the court- 
yard between the church and the headmaster’s residence. 


library, cabinets and other furniture con- 
structed from native materials. In a school 
of limited resources there is much besides 
teaching and administration that calls for 
the attention of a principal who is skill- 
ful with his hands. 

Classrooms do not lend themselves to 
photography with cameras with ordinary 
lenses. The editor had to pass by some of 
the smaller rooms where students were 
huddled close about their teachers. Here 
an attempt is made to catch some of the 
members of Form I (Freshmen) in their 


Some Crandall High Freshmen 


large classroom. Eager young people long 
for an education that will lift them above 
their previous status and give then an 
ability to take positions of responsibility. 


We are told that nearly one fourth of 
the present students are of Seventh Day 
Baptist parentage or connection. Not all 
of these have had a personal experience of 
salvation, as may be learned from the 
thrilling story in the February special 
issue by Naval Harley, whose conversion 
came after he had finished his training at 
Crandall. Other students are either from 
other churches or are without church con- 
nection. They present a challenge to Chris- 
tian faculty members and the leadership 
of an evangelistic church. There are daily 
chapel services in the church conducted 
by the students as part of their training. 


Can You Help? 

At a workshop on “Material for Sabbath 
School Use,” which was held during meet- 
ings of the Pacific Coast Association, con- 
cern was expressed that Seventh Day Bap- 
tist “children and young people receive so 
little instruction on the importance of 
Sabbathkeeping, baptism, and other doc- 
trinal beliefs of our denomination.” 


Association action authorized the ap- 
pointment of a committee to “develop and 
provide suitable material, setting forth 
Sabbath truths, for all children’s classes 
from Beginners through Juniors.” Further 
action was that the Association ‘‘approach 
the entire denomination . . . appealing for 
short stories, true life experiences, poems, 
and tracts relating to Sabbath observance 
to be used in our Sabbath training 
program.” 


Such material is a felt need throughout 
our whole denomination and no doubt 
material prepared by the Pacific Coast As- 
sociation would be made available for use 
in other churches and Sabbath Schools. 
If you have any material that would be 
of help to the committee which is charged 
with this undertaking, please send it to 
Mrs. A. Mackintosh, Acting Secretary, 
Pacific Coast Association, 1948 Estes Road, 
Eagle Rock, California. — D..H. F. 
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He keeps busy with 


| 
NIGHT SCHOOL 
PREACHING 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S | 
WORK 


Edward Sutton of Manassas, Virgin 
a member and “assistant pastor” of one 
our Washington, D. C., churches has be 
out of high school three years and is 
ployed by the Washington Post Office. 3 
spends his days walking and his eve 
studying at a ministerial training sch¢ 
where most of the students are of anotl 
race. To become adequately prepared 
the Seventh Day Baptist ministry loe 
like a long and somewhat uncertain ro 
ahead, but he is working at it. | 

On January 10, after preaching | 
“Temptation, Good or Bad” at the mot 
ing worship service of the church at 1 
16th Street, he assisted the pastor, the Re 
Elizabeth F. Randolph, with the commu 
ion service. Miss Randolph thus encoura 
a young hopeful to “improve his gif 

Edward writes of his young peopk 
work at Manassas, which seems to be qui 
successful. As for a church at Manassi 
eventually, he says: “It is nice to think th 
the possibility of establishing or organi 
a Seventh Day Baptist church is so gt 
but we must wait for a definite ans 
from God about this. When He want: 
it will come about.” 


full time to college or other acade 
preparation for the ministry, do find w 


-of making such preparation as are wi 


their reach and at the same time grasp 
opportunities for service that lie neat 
hand. Let us pray for them and for ot! 
who might be led to do something simi 


— Edite 


Man is an able creature, but he has n 
32,600,000 laws, and hasn’t yet impre 
on the Ten Commandments. — Sa 
Herald. 
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TEN REASONS 
WHY CHRISTIANS 
SHOULD NOT 
SMOKE 


By Rey. C. Rex Burdick* 


I 


smoking is harmful to the body. No 
acco company claims its product to be 
from poisons, tars, and other harmful 
stances. Each company describes its 
duct in relative terms such as, “milder,” 
ss irritating,”’ “better filters to filter 
ithe tars,” etc. The fact that nicotine, 
“poison present in tobacco, is used 
sely in certain types of poisonous in- 
icides would surely indicate that its 
tinual use will have harmful effects 
he human system. Scientists are accum- 
jing a very large amount of evidence 
ties the use of tobacco with lip, tongue, 
vat, and lung cancer, and with other 
y malfunctions. Since the body is the 
ple of the Holy Spirit, the Christian is 
ally obligated to keep it as clean and 
2 and healthy as is possible. 


II 


moking makes a slave of the man. 
idy smokers readily admit that smoking 
a “hold” on the person that makes it 
difficult to give up the habit. But the 
stian is a slave of the Lord Jesus 
ist, and therefore must never allow 
self to become enslaved by any other 
mice | 
III 

moking destroys self-reliance since it 
mes a crutch to many to aid them in 
s of emotional stress. Many persons 
are moderate smokers under normal 
Amstances find themselves smoking 
endless chain when under nervous 
fon. This only clouds and befuddles 


"he Rev. C. Rex Burdick, pastor of the 
jna, N. Y., Seventh Day Baptist Church, 
Biished this article in his local church publi- 
in, and upon the suggestion of some of the 
Ibers submitted it for our wider readership. 
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the mind when it should be kept clear and 
alert. Further, the Christian should be 
able to find help from the Lord to meet 
his crises without relying on a crutch. 


IV 


Smoking obscures the true personality of 
the individual. His clothing, body, and 
breath, otherwise sweet and clean, become 
saturated with the odor of tobacco and 
stale smoke. His fingers are stained and 
his teeth often coated with the same 
poison that makes him nervous and _ ir- 
ritable instead of the calm and confident 
person that a Christian should be. 


Vv 


Smoking is a waste of money, poor 
stewardship for the Christian. Every 
steady smoker literally burns up thousands 
of dollars in his lifetime. Many of these 
same persons are not able to give adequate 
support to their families, and others are 
giving very little if anything to the work 
of Christ and His Church. If every Chris- 
tian who smokes were willing to abandon 
the habit and give the money thus saved 
to missions or to other types of Christian 
work, what a blessing it would be to 
humanity. 

VI 


Smoking is offensive to most non- 
smokers, making many of them uncom- 
fortable and some of them sick. The 
Christian should be concerned with the 
comfort of those about him and should 
seriously consider his moral right to force 
his own secondhand smoke upon them. 


VII 


Smoking supports an industry which 
lives by exploiting humanity, by taking 
advantage of human weakness and the 
power of a habit. 


Vill 


Smoking is a bad example to young 
Christians who are susceptible to the ex- 
amples of Christians whom they respect. 
Many a young Christian would undoubt- 
edly leave tobacco alone, but he finds 
justification, or so he thinks, from the 
examples of other Christians. 


IX 


Smoking is dangerous to property as 
well as to life. The Christian cannot ignore 
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his responsibility for others’ -property. 
How many millions of dollars’ worth of 
property destroyed by fires caused by 
smokers can never be estimated. Forest 
fires count for much of this loss, but fires 
in buildings have taken their toll, not 
only in dollars and cents, but in lives as 
well. There is a considerable amount of 
evidence that the recent Chicago school 
fire may well have been caused directly or 
indirectly by the habit of smoking. If 
smoking results, as we know it often does, 
in loss of property and life by fire, then it 
is one of the serious sins of modern 
society. 
xX 

Smoking injures one’s testimony for 
the Lord. If the Christian is not different 
from the non-Christians about him, the 
world will never know that he is a Chris- 
tian. The Christian, redeemed at such awful 
cost, even through the life and death of 
Jesus, certainly should possess a distinctive 
Christian witness that will mark him as one 
who belongs to Jesus Christ. 


In conclusion, we believe that the Chris- 
tian cannot ignore the demonstrated facts 
relating to the use of tobacco. What the 
Christian does must be a matter of his 
own Christian conscience. Let every Chris- 
tian be honest in his consideration of the 
habit for himself, and let him be charitable 
towards others who for reasons of weak- 
ness orf other reasons arrive at conclusions 
different from his own. 
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What the Tract Board Is Doing | 


The regular quarterly meeting of | 
Board of Trustees of the American Sabb) 
Tract Society was held in the Seventh I 
Baptist Church, Shiloh, N. J., on Sunajf 
March 8, 1959, at 2 p. m. with Frank} 
A. Langworthy presiding. There were’ 
members and consultant members pres} 
and 11 visitors. The visitors included } 
Rev. Elizabeth Randolph of Washingt 
D. C., and a young minister and his w 
also from the capital city. 


All of the committees of the board Jf 
held meetings and reported with rec¢ 
mendations with the exception of the Aj 
iting, Investment, and Budget Committ: 
The Budget Committee had done its maj 
work for the year prior to the Decem} 
meeting of the board. Most of the busir 
of the board centered around the activi) 
of the committees and their forward-lo} 
ing programs. 


The Supervisory Committee, in addit} 
to its other report, presented for conside} 
tion a thorough job analysis of the busi} 
manager of the publishing house 
which it had been working for some 
This outline of duties may serve as a g 
for anyone occupying this position i 
future. In general, it is a clear statem 
what the present business manager 
long been doing. 


The Publications Committee autho 
the reprinting of several tracts and re 
mended that the board be prepared t 
sist in any way possible with pub 
material that may be called for lat 
the denominational program of gr 
and outreach. It may be noted that 
of the tracts and pamphlets already aw 
ized are printed before the end of the p: 
ent quarter, this fiscal year will show 
tracts published than for many yea 
the past. . 


The distribution of literature was sh 
to be at a satisfactory level with app 
imately 21,000 tracts sent out on orde 
churches and mission fields from Decé} 
ber to February. The Distribution Comt 
tee, under the leadership of Everett Dic 
son of Shiloh, N. J., has various pli 
under consideration for assisting lo} 
church tract committees in promoting t 
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fle distribution of our Sabbath literature. 
committee called attention to the con- 
ning offer of the board to match funds 
| Association advertising of the Sabbath 
| Seventh Day Baptists; also to the offer 
provide postage to mission and pastor- 
| churches desiring to send out tracts in 
it localities. A further item of interest 
many is that the two booklets, ‘‘Hand- 
k of Information” and “Seventh Day 
btist Beliefs — a Manual for Study,” 
now priced the same, 30¢. They may 
ordered in quantity. 


‘he filmstrip library also reported con- 
Hable activity in serving the churches 
ing the past quarter. Particularly prom- 
g for the near future is a series of doc- 
al lessons being prepared for use in 
isaland in the native language. These 
oms are to be recorded on tape in the 
yanga language under the supervision 
board member, Carlton Wilson, pres- 
ly of Paint Rock, Ala. As soon as pos- 
= they will be transcribed on disc re- 
lings and sent to that mission land for 
iby local leaders with the people who 
2 not yet learned to read and write. 
1e very interesting developments in this 
gram may be announced in the near 


pon recommendation of the Radio and 
vision Committee the board took fa- 
ble action on a request to give finan- 
help to the Southeastern Association in 
adio broadcast on Sabbath afternoons 
WPDX, Clarksburg, W. Va. 


ggestions of the Commission and of 
Planning Committee, which had met 
previously to the board meeting, were 
ented to the board by the executive 
etary of General Conference, Mrs. R. 
etherston. It was apparently the con- 
us of opinion of the board that’ it 
Jd do everything possible to cooperate 
the forthcoming program of growth 
h has been considered by Commission 
will be presented to the General Con- 
mce in August. The particular part 
ich the American Sabbath Tract Society 
ido in the initial stages of this denom- 
gional advance seems to be a further 
lopment of its widespread tract and 
jespondence contacts, relating these to 
\location of lone Sabbathkeepers in or- 
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der that new groups may be brought into 
existence in places where they have the 
best possibilities of successful organization 
and growth. There are numerous areas 
presently under consideration. 

The secretary in his report made note 
of attempts to revive old correspondence 
in certain states and to follow up in a 
systematic way those who apply to us for 
literature and information. It -was noted 
also in his report that there had been cor- 
respondence in the preceding three months 
with 13 foreign countries and 32 out of 
the 49 states. — Corresponding Secretary. 


Fatth oc Works 


By William Flanagan* 
(A new member of the Berlin, N. Y., Church) 


The law is not and never was the means 
of salvation. Were God to judge us by it 
we would all be condemned (Ps. 143: 2). 
Being divine, God could not be appeased 
by anything humans could do, or refrain 
from doing. The sins of humanity against 
God could only be atoned for by the sac- 
rificé of a divine being. This having been 
consummated, salvation is ours for the 
taking if we accept Christ as our Savior 
and follow the teachings and examples 
He set forth. 

Statements like those found in Romans 
3: 28 and Galatians 2: 16, when used alone, 
tend to make us ignore those in Ephesians 
2: 10 and James 2: 14-26. How then are 
we to reconcile these two seemingly op- 
posite statements? To do this we must 
first notice that Paul, who made the state- 
ments in Romans and in Galatians, also 
speaks often of good works (1 Timothy 
SOMO rissa se Le hitus 29 7. 1A: 
Ze tsi) 

Some people, using John 15: 19 and 
James 4: 4 for an example, make hermits 
of themselves and ignore Mark 16: 15 
and John 17: 15-18. Christ showed this 
“hermit” idea to be erroneous in His Ser- 
mon on the Mount (Matt. 5: 14-16). 

It is evident that faith alone cannot save 


*The above article by Mr. Flanagan was some- 
what edited by his pastor and by the editor. See 


‘the story of his conversion as told by his pastor 


on page six of this issue. 
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us, for the devils also believe, but they do 
no good works. Works cannot save us, for 
God had to be appeased by the divine 
sacrifice of Christ. Christ has bought sal- 
vation for all those who accept Him as 
Savior and obey His teachings. 


Love Is the Key 


The clue lies in 1 Corinthians 13. The 
third and most important ingredient for 
salvation, frequently overlooked in this 
much-worn discussion between faith and 
works, is charity, which is love. See what 
Christ says in John 14: 21, 23-24. Not 
only are the commandments mentioned 
but also “‘my sayings,” which cover all His 
teachings. 

The devils believe but have no hope of 
salvation, but we who believe and have 
charity will follow His teachings and 
therefore will also have hope (1 John 
2: 3-6). To digress a moment, notice es- 
pecially 1 John 2: 5 and 4; 14. We may 
have faith but love is brought about by the 
keeping of His word, and this love grow- 
ing stronger gives us the will to follow 
more closely Christ's teachings while He 
provides us with the strength. 


Love of worldy things kills love of God. 
It is all right to enjoy non-sinful things 
in the world, but to love them is wrong, 
for no man can serve two masters. True 
faith is not just belief, but implies a trust 
and a love wherein we follow God’s in- 
structions without question, knowing that 
His guidance is above all other. 


Lest we who have done some good works 
become puffed up, we should see Ephesians 
2: 8-10. You are saved by grace — it is a 
gift. The good works that you do are not 
of your own selves but the power of Christ. 
“We are his workmanship.” 


ONE DAY AT A TIME 


There are two golden days in the week 
about which I never worry — two care- 
free days kept sacredly free from fear 
and apprehension. 


One of these days is yesterday. Yester- 
day, with all its cares and frets, all its 
pain and aches, all its faults, its mistakes, 
and blunders, has passed forever beyond 
my recall. I cannot undo an act I wrought, 
I cannot unsay a word I said. All that 
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it holds of my life — of wrong, of regt 
and sorrow — is in the hands of t 
Mighty Love that can bring honey out 
the rock and sweetest water out of 1 
bitterest desert. Save for the beauti 
memories, sweet and tender, that linj 
like the perfume of roses in the heart 
the day that is gone, I have nothing 
do with yesterday. It was mine — j 
God’s now. 


And the other day that I do not wi 
about is tomorrow. Tomorrow, with 
its possible adversities, its perils, its la 
promise and poor performance, its failu 
and mistakes, is as far beyond my mast 
as its dead sister yesterday. It is a ¢ 
of God’s. Its sun will rise in rose 
splendor or behind a mass of weep 
clouds, but it will rise. 


Until then, the same love and patie 
that held yesterday holds tomorrow. § 
for the star of hope and faith that glez 
forever on the brow of tomorrow, shit 
with tender promise unto the heart 
today, I have no possession in the unbt 
day of grace. Tomorrow is God's 
It will be mine. . 


There is left for myself, then, but 
day in the week — today! Any man 
fight the battles of today. Any man ‘ 
resist temptation for just one day. ? 
woman can carry the burdens for just 
day. It is only when we willfully add 
burdens of those awful eternities, yes 
day and tomorrow — such burdens as | 
the mighty God can sustain — that 
break down. It isn’t the experience 
today that drives men mad — it is 
remorse of something that happened 
terday and the dread of what tomot 
brings. Those are God’s days — | 
them with God. 

Therefore, I think and I do an 
journey but one day at a time. Thi 
man’s day. Dutifully I run my co 
and work my spare task on that 
of ours, and God, the Almighty and 


loving, takes care of yesterday and 
— Selected. 


morrow. 


Reaching every family in America } 
the message of religion is probably 
most vital task facing all of us to 

— De Land, Fla., Sun N 
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Youth Speaks 


hy Should We Join a Church? 
By David Ayars * 
(A talk given on C. E. Day at Shiloh) 


1 this time of trouble in the world many 
ple are coming to God for guidance. 
y ask Him to lead them. The church is 
place to find this guidance, because 
n God is revealed through hymns and 
pture. What better reason is there for 
ing the church than to have a closer 
x with God? 


nother reason for joining the church 
or fellowship with other Christians. 
nds are important. A friend can be the 
ding factor as to the life you will lead 
|the things you will do. One of the 
oses of the church is to give you fel- 
hip with others. 

rist wants us to confess Him. In Mat- 
10: 32, He says, “Whosoever there- 
‘shall confess me before men, him will 
afess also before my Father which is in 
fen.’ When you attend and join a 
ch you are confessing Christ before 
| You are showing others. what you 
ive by your actions and words. Romans 
“Every knee shall bow to me, 
every tongue shall confess to God” — 
gh for some it will be too late and will 
mean salvation. For He shall be ‘‘Lord 
of the dead and living” (Rom. 14: 9). 


Fcording to this verse there will be 
types of people, the living and the 
. The dead will be the ones who didn’t 
ive in Christ or confess Him. But the 
g will be the ones who accepted Christ 
eir Savior and served Him. This second 
p is the one that everyone should be- 
to. Jesus once said, “Strait is the gate, 
broad is the way ... and few there 
ho find it.’”’ The church serves as one 
o find the path of life and of confess- 
Christ. 


: “Go, and teach all 
ns, baptizing them in the name of the 
er, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
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Ghost.” As Seventh Day Baptists we be- 
lieve that baptism of believers by immer- 
sion is a “witness to the acceptance of 
Jesus Christ as Savior and Lord, and is a 
symbol of death to sin, a pledge to a new 
life in Christ.” So, before joining the 
church we should accept Christ and wash 
away our sins through baptism. 

Another thing you might consider, be- 
fore joining the church, is when to join. 
There isn’t any particular age when you 
should join, but rather when you feel in 
your heart that you want to fully pledge 
your allegiance to Christ and serve Him. 
In order to give full allegiance to the 
church you should consider these things: 

I 

There is no such thing as a solitary re- 
ligion. If it is solitary, it is not religion 
for Jesus. It is expressed religion which 
is love to God and love to man. There can 
be no love to man unless life is lived out 
in right relationships. 

IT 

With all the faults of the church it is 
still the best serving institution on earth. 
Yes, the church does make mistakes, but it 
is still the one unbroken fellowship around 
the world. All other ties have snapped but 
the tie between Christians lies unbroken. 


Ill 

The church is for the worship of God. 
Here men can get in contact with God and 
here men can come and forget their world- 
ly troubles and have inward peace. They 
can feel God’s presence in them. 

But everything isn’t finished after 
joining the church, because it is only the 
beginning. After joining you should take 
an active part in it. When you join our 
church you “agree to cheerfully attend the 
appointments, bear the burdens and the 
expenses of the church, according as God 
has given you the ability.” You also agree 
to take the Bible as your guide and to keep 
the commandments of God and to make 
Christ the Lord of your life. 

Then what we all should do, in accord- 
ance with God’s Word and the words of 
Christ, is to be baptized, join a church, and 
serve God. How true the words are in 
Psalm 122: 1: “I was glad when they said 
unto me, let us go into the house of the 
Lord.” 
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The Development of Religious Liberty 


An Address by 
United States Senator Jennings Randolph* 


(Given at a congressional banquet of the National 
City Christian Church is printed here in shortened form.) 


With the following words, Roger Wil- 
liams gave first expression in the New 
World to the ideal of liberty of conscience: 


“In vaine have English Parliaments per- 
mitted English bibles in the poorest Eng- 
lish house, and the simplest man or woman 
to search the Scriptures, if yet against their 
soules perswasion from the Scripture, they 
should be forced (as if they lived in Spaine 
or Rome if selfe without the sight of a 
bible) to beleeve as the church beleeves.” 


With this statement, published in Lon- 
don in 1644 — the same year in which 
Milton delivered his famous Aeropagitica 
in defense of a free press — Roger Wil- 
liams laid the first foundations for the 
separation of church and state and the be- 
ginnings of religious freedom in_ this 
country. 


And now, though more than 300 years 
have passed since Roger Williams gave 
voice, it behooves us still to pause and 
give thought to the origins of our doctrine 
of freedom of conscience, for too often we 
fail to cherish our most precious posses- 
sions until their loss brings to us the real- 
ization of their true value. 


We have come to take for granted the 
liberties we possess today as little or no 
cost to ourselves. Seldom do we stop to 
think what it means to be able to speak our 
minds freely and without fear of punish- 
ment by state authority. 


Yet, religious freedom, as we know it 
today, is one of the most tecent achieve- 
ments of modern civilization — and even 
now it is an accomplished fact only among 
a minority of the people of the world. 


Little does the sunshine — pouring forth 
light and beauty and contentment on a 


*The Honorable Jennings Randolph of West 
Virginia is a Seventh Day Baptist who holds 
membership in and actively supports the work of 
the Washington, D. C., Church he was elected 
to the Senate last November. 
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glorious Sabbath morning — betray 
persecutions, the conflicts, and the bl 
shed of earlier days when religious © 
dom was unknown and religious toler 
was scarcely recognized as an ideal. 
even now the struggle to maintain anc 
tend the domain of liberty of consci 
is not a completed one — problem 
separation of church and state contint 
arise in new and subtle forms. 


The ideal of freedom of conscience 
awareness of the distinction between 
which is God’s and that which is Cae 
must be continually refreshed from 
springs of thoughtful examination. | 
is a dynamic society, and if the prin 
of liberty is to retain its vitality amon 
it must meet the challenge of chan 
conditions. 


For example, in the District of Colu 
itself the question of whether a local 
cal society will be granted tax-free st 
as are the more traditional religious be 
turns on the issue of whether or not 
a “Religious” organization — the 
thus injecting itself by attempting tc 
fine the nature of “Religion.” Anc 
California, a law recently was passed « 
ing tax-free status to any religious of 
ization whose officers refused to si 
state loyalty oath. 


Although these and other similar 
do not involve the physical oppression 
persecution of earlier times, they do i 
the continuing need for vigilance in : 
taining the separation of church and 
and in curbing the power of over ze 
officials. 


This inevitable and necessary sepa: 
of the church and the state was fo: 
by Dante Alighieri, the great poet 
visionary of Medievalism, long befo: 
national state was established as the 
ereign institution in human society. 


But if Dante failed — due to 
cumstances. of his own time — to visu 
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mocratic state or a Protestant church, 
evertheless expressed the fundamental 
lem of separating the powers of the 
ch and the state. 


ough the Protestant Reformation, un- 
the leadership of Luther and Calvin, 
with the support of national princes, 
e the temporal power of the Holy 
an Empire and established the sov- 
nty of the national state, it did not 
lish freedom of conscience. Nor was 
intended, for throughout the sixteenth 
‘seventeenth centuries the national 
; adhered to the Doctrine of the Di- 
Right of Kings and the belief that the 
ion of the State was to enforce God’s 
through the established ecclesiastical 
ture. 


en in England, where the idea of civil 
ies was first beginning to dawn upon 
ing merchant class, religion was con- 
ed an affair of the state. Thus, Henry 
tried to divert the religious reform- 

of England through the establish- 
of the Anglican Church and the sup- 
ion of all other Protestant sects. The 
was despised; the Catholic was sus- 
d of ceaseless plotting against the 


en the English Puritans and Separa- 
who removed to the New World 
at not freedom of conscience for the 
idual, but rather, freedom to establish 
ciety in conformity with their own 
pretation of God's will. Thus, they 
oped a theocracy which, for several 
les, was even more rigid than that of 
parent country, persecuting and pur- 
- Quakers and other non-conformists 
ontemners of the laws and magistra- 
and restricting political sufferage to 
bers of the established church. 


Virginia, too, as in the rest of the 
1, the Anglican Church was just as 
in its enforcement of uniformity of 
f as were the Puritans of New Eng- 
even to the extent of fining any ship’s 
in 100 pounds sterling for bringing 
Quaker. And, as late as 1744, the Vir- 
‘Assembly passed a law reaffirming 
penalties for denying Christianity or 
‘trinity, with a second offense bringing 
‘years’ imprisonment and loss of rights 
it and legacy. 
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But it remained for Roger Williams to 
combine principle with practice in recog- 
nizing the need of absolute severance of 
church and state for the well-being of the 
individual conscience as well as religion 
itself. In his argument with John Cotton 
of Massachusetts, Williams maintained that 
the magistrates had no right to enforce the 
“First Table” of The Ten Commandments, 
those dealing with the relationship of God 
and man; their powers were to be restrict- 
ed to keeping the peace and enforcing the 
“Second Table,” the last six Command- 
ments which deal with man’s relation to 
man. 

As the colonies became peopled with 
an increasing variety of sects — Calvinists, 
Mennonites, Baptists, Lutherans, Presby- 
terians, Quakers, Methodists, and Hugue- 
nots, as well as agnostics and atheists — 
and as they turned from the settled life of 
the seaboard to face the hazards of the 
frontier, they discovered that their com- 
mon need of one another transcended their 
sectarian differences. 

This collective spirit achieved its highest 
justification in the common triumph of 
the War of Independence, which taught 
the colonists what they might accomplish 
by cooperation. Men of all creeds, of all 
the colonies, and of all economic and 
social classes had joined in the struggle 
for independence. And all would demand 
benefits for their sacrifices, which meant, 
above all, that no special privileges be con- 
ferred upon any religious creed. 

Thus, when the Federal Union was estab- 
lished in 1789, the complete separation of 
church and state was incorporated as one 
of its fundamental principles, and later 
was extended to the individual states by 
the Fourteenth Amendment. 

It might seem, therefore, that Dante’s 
prophecy of the separation of church and 
state has been realized and that we can 
now dismiss the problem from our minds 
as being settled. But such an attitude might 
well be fatal, for the United States is not 
a simple medieval principality, but a com- 
plex commonwealth with divided and dele- 
gated powers. 

Thus, when we speak of the separation 
of church and state in the United States, 
we do not mean simply the absence of a 
church supported by federal taxes — nor 
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do we mean simply that the rights of cit- 
izenship are guaranteed regardless of re- 
ligious creed or the absence of such a creed. 
Indeed, if religious freedom is to remain 
secure in our Republic, its spirit must live 
not only within the constitutions of each 
of the several states, but also within the 
hearts of the citizens. 

For those of us of the Protestant Chris- 
tian majority, this principle is particularly 
important. We must not forget that the 
first of the seven deadly sins is that of 
spiritual pride, the attitude that assures me 
that I am keeper of the one and only truth 
and that all else is error. No matter how 
alien or repugnant an idea may first seem 
to us, within it may be contained a kernel 
of truth: And if freedom of conscience is 
not assured for each of us, it is not secure 
for any of us. Just as the accepted truths 
of today were once repellent to the estab- 
lished authorities of the past, so might con- 
temporary unpopular ideas become in the 
future the vehicle of new truths. 

The United States does not have divine 
dispensation from the tragedies that have 
visited Europe and the civilizations of the 
past. History happens to us as well as to 
the rest of the world. Unless we stand 
eternal vigil over our liberties, they can, 
in subtle ways, slip away from us or be 
erroded by our own apathy. 

High upon the walls of the Department 
of Justice Building are inscribed these 
words: “Justice in the life and conduct of 
the State is possible only as first it resides 
in the hearts and souls of its citizens.” This 
inscription — imperishable as the stone 
upon which it is carved — serves to remind 
us that freedom of conscience for each is 
the chief guarantee of justice for all. 


ITEMS OF INTEREST 
Pilgrimage to Palestine 

In the western outskirts of Jerusalem, 
surrounded by pine-clad hills, is the village 
of Ein Kerem, birthplace ‘of John the 
Baptist. 

No pilgrim ever fails to visit the Galilee 
whose ancient beauty is a source of eternal 
inspiration. The Sea of Galilee remains 
as it was in the days of Jesus, when He 
and Peter walked over the stormy waves 
(Matt. 14). 

On the northern shore of the sea is 
the Mount of Beatitudes, the scene of the 
Sermon on the Mount. A few miles 


{ 
distant, are the ruins of the Synago 
Capernaum where Jesus healed the ¢ 
turion’s servant (Matt. 8). Also in 
same area is Tabgha, where He perfe 
the miracle of the loaves and f 
(John 6). 

At Cana of Galilee, Jesus pest 
His first miracle, the changing of ¥ 
into wine (John 2). But it is to Naza 
the childhood town of Jesus, that 
pilgrims eventually turn. To many 
visit to this peaceful Galilean town m 
the fulfilment of a life-long ambi 

— Israel Government Tourist O 


The number of Roman Catholics’ 
become Methodists is almost four | 
greater than the number of Metha 
who become Roman Catholics. 

This is the claim of Dr. Alber 
Hoover, director of the statistical ¢ 
of The Methodist Church, based | 
survey of Methodist ministers conc ‘ 
in 1952 and again in 1958, and pub 
in the October issue of Together, tl 
Methodist magazine for families. 
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Moscow Shocked by Praying Bapt 

The South African Baptist repo 
leading article in the Moscow Ev 
News ' ‘attacking the marked increa 
church going, particularly among 
workers living in hostels.” i 

The newspaper reports that at one 
in the Moscow area there is a “si 
outbreak” of belief in the Baptist 
Published under the headline, “Why 
does not go straight home,” the < 
flays the Communist youth committe 
not taking immediate steps to sto 
ligious worship among the young p 
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Schoonover. — A son, Scott Joseph, to 
Mrs. James Schoonover, of Janes 
on S gaher 4, 1959. 

Burdick. — A daughter, oAnne K 
and Mrs. Robert Burdick, of 
on February 18, 1959. 

Drake. — A daughter, Gail Lee, o 
22, 1959, at Homestead, Fla., t 
Mrs. Donald Drake, of Milton, 

Thorngate. —- A son, Russell, to Dr. 
Stephen Thorngate, Monterey, 
1751959: 

Marrs. — A daughter, Laura Jean, to 
Mrs. Donald Marrs, Milwaukee 
23, 1959. 


